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g3 Annals of the American Academy. 

and plainly put, they will be brought to the knowledge of a much 
wider class of readers. It is from this point of view especially regret- 
table that Colonel Wright should have confined himself to the treat- 
ment of manufactures. Had he included in his story of Industrial Evo- 
lution an account of our whole economic activity, in agriculture and 
commerce, as well as in manufactures — which the modern usage of 
the term "industrial" would certainly allow — the general reader 
would have obtained a clearer idea of national growth. 



In a recent number of the Annals* an account was given of the 
" Musee Social " in Paris. In speaking of the prize offered for essays 
on "Profit Sharing " and " The Benefits of the Principles of Associa- 
tion for the Workingmen, ' ' it was erroneously stated that the works 
might be submitted in any language. The essays will not receive 
consideration unless they are in the French language. 



REVIEWS. 

Cours Hhnentaire de Siatistique administrative. By Dr. Jacques 

BERTlLLON. Pp. 599. Price, 10 francs. Paris: Soci£t£ d'Editions 

scientifiques, 1896. 

It must have been an extreme modesty or a very generous concep- 
tion of the limits of statistical science which lead the author to char- 
acterize his book as an elementary one. We should be inclined to 
designate it as a most elaborate treatment of the subject. The point of 
view which distinguishes his treatment is the administrative character 
of statistical investigation, and the object with which it was prepared 
was to place in the hands of those who present themselves as candi- 
dates for the public service in France, a suitable guide through the 
labyrinth of the statistical work of that government. It appeals, 
therefore; in the first instance to the French. It appeals to others 
through the fact that its pages give a precise and definite account of 
the statistical activity of a typical modern nation and through its 
admirable treatment of the more general aspects of statistical work. 

After a brief introduction treating of the necessity of statistics for 
administrative purposes and the distinction between statistical and 
monographical investigation the author gives a concise history of the 
statistical labors of leading governments. He then proceeds to a dis- 
cussion of statistical methods in general, and gives a clear and succinct 
account of the technique of statistical investigation, of the nature of 
averages and of the methods of graphic presentation. His discussion 

♦Annals, Vol. vi., p. 62, January, 1896. 
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of the latter is especially commendable for its extreme lucidity and for 
its suggestions for perfecting this instrument of statistics. 

The organization of statistical bureaus and their labors constitutes 
the bulk of the work (pp. 145-436). The enumeration of the popula- 
tion receives special attention. The operations of the French census 
are carefully described. The explanatory material, instructions to 
enumerators, etc., is given in full, so that the reader can follow the 
operation step by step and can see the difficulties as they arise and the 
means taken to overcome them. After a minute account of the 
French census a general view is given of census operations in other 
countries. In like manner the forms and processes in use in recording 
movements of the population are minutely related and are accom- 
panied with comparisons with other countries. As for the remaining 
statistical investigations of the French government they are treated in 
a more summary manner. 

The concluding part of the work (pp. 436-558) is devoted to the 
elements of demography. Here the author deals with matters of 
familiar knowledge which have received treatment Einnglish at the 
hands of Newsholme, Mayo-Smith, and others. Dr. Bertillon's treat- 
ment is distinguished by its extreme precision and by the emphasis 
which is throughout laid upon questions of statistical method. 

The point of view which characterizes this work is a very happy 
one. Having in mind constantly the needs of the administrative 
officer, Dr. Bertillon has presented the concrete statistical work of 
the government in a logical order. His acquaintance with the 
details of actual statistical activity has led him to discriminate nicely 
between what is essential and what is unessential, while a graceful 
style sustains the interest of the work. The book will prove of the 
highest value not only to the future administrative officer in France, 
but also to the student of statistics who desires to familiarize himself 
with the criteria of statistical processes, and who seeks to increase his 
critical insight into the value of statistical data by a thorough knowl- 
edge of the methods employed in gathering them. 

ROLAND P. Falkner. 



Hand-Book of American Constitutional Law. By Henry Camp- 
bell Black, M. A. Pp. xxiv, 627. Price, $ 3. 75. St. Paul, Minn. : 
West Publishing Company., 1895. 

This book is intended primarily for the use of students of law, 
and instructors in the law schools and universities. It contains a 
condensed review of the leading principles and settled doctrines 
of American constitutional law, whether arising under the federal 
constitution or the constitutions of the individual States. These 
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